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REMARKS 

Initially, Applicants would like to thank the Examiner for acknowledging 
Applicants' claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. §119, as well as for 
confirming receipt of copies of certified copies of each of the priority documents 
upon which Applicants' claim for foreign priority is based. However, Applicants 
note that the outstanding Official Action asserts that "applicant has not filed 
certified copies of 2002-78330 and 2003-13685 applications as required by 35 
U.S.C. §1 19(b)". Applicants submit that this is erroneous, as certified copies of 
the above-noted Korean applications were filed with Applicants' claim of priority 
on October 3, 2003. In fact, the cover sheet of the Official Action acknowledges 
that the certified copies were received. Further, the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office acknowledged receipt of these Korean applications by date stamping a 
receipt which acknowledges that these Korean applications were submitted at 
the time the present application was filed. In any case, a copy of the mailroom 
date-stamped postcard filing receipt evidencing the filing of the priority 
documents is attached hereto. 

Applicants would also like to thank the Examiner for acknowledging 
consideration of each of the documents cited by Applicants on the PTO-1449 
form which accompanied an Infomriation Disclosure Statement filed on February 
9, 2005 

In the outstanding Official Action, claims 1-2 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. §1 03(a) over TAKUSAGAWA (U.S. Patent No. 6,736,328) in view of 
KIKUCHI et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0070438). Claim 3 
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was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over TAKUSAGAWA in view of KIKUCHI, 
and further in view of KEISUKI (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2001/0208405). Claims 8-11 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over 
TAKUSAGAWA in view of KIKUCHI, and further in view of CARNER (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,622,925). 

Claims 12-15 were indicated as allowable. Claims 4-7 were objected to as 
being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but were othen/y^ise indicated as 
allowable if rewritten into independent form to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Initially, Applicants would like to thank the Examiner for indicating the 
allowability of claims 12-15, and the allowability of claims 4-7 if rewritten into 
independent form to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claim. 

Upon entry of the present amendment, claims 1-15 will have been 
replaced with claims 16-30. Claims 16-30 recite subject matter generally similar 
to the subject matter recited in original claims 1-15. However, claims 16-30 have 
been revised to clarify the features recited therein and to ensure that the features 
of the claims are not misinterpreted as means-plus-function or steps recitations. 

Applicants traverse the rejections of claims 1-15 under 35 U.S.C. §103. In 
this regard, independent claim 16 has been revised to recite features similar to 
the features recited in original claim 12 (which was indicated as allowable in the 
outstanding Official Action). In this regard, claim 16 recites "a central controller 
that receives a control command to control the air conditioners [and].., that 
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automatically schedules control signals corresponding to the control command 
so that time intervals between operation of the air conditioners can be adjusted 
to manage electric power consumption when simultaneously operating the air 
conditioners " (emphasis added). Applicants submit that the above-noted 
combination of features are not disclosed or suggested by at least the 
references applied in the rejection of original claim 1. 

Applicants further submit that the combination of features recited in claim 
16 are not disclosed, suggested or rendered obvious by TAKUSAGAWA, 
KIKUCHI, KEISUKI, GARNER or any other reference, whether these 
documents are considered alone or in any proper combination. In this regard, 
Applicants note that claim 16 has been revised to recite features similar to 
features of original claim 12, and neither of these claims was rejected over any 
of the documents applied in the outstanding Official Action. 

The herein-contained amendments should not be considered an 
indication of Applicants' acquiescence as to the propriety of the outstanding 
rejections. Rather, Applicants have submitted claim 16 to advance prosecution 
of the present application and to obtain early allowance of claims. 

Applicants further note that claims 27-30 recite combinations of features 
similar to the features recited in original claims 12-15. However, Applicants 
have revised claims 27-30 to clarify the features recited therein and to ensure 
that the features of claims 27-30 are not misinterpreted as means-plus-function 
recitations. 
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In view of the herein-contained aniendments, Applicants respectfully 
submit that independent claims 16 and 27 are now in condition for allowance 
Applicants further submit that dependent claims 17-26 and 28-30 are now in 
condition for allowance at least for depending, directly or indirectly, from an 
allowable independent claim as well as for additional reasons related to their 
own recitations. 



10 



P24382.A04.cloc 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

Applicants have made a sincere effort to place the present application in 
condition for allowance and believe that they have now done so. Applicants have 
discussed the disclosure of the references relied upon in the Official Action, and 
have pointed out specific features of the claims not disclosed, suggested or 
render obvious by the references applied in the Official Action. Accordingly, 
reconsideration and withdrawal of each of the rejections and objections is 
respectfully requested. 

Any claims which have been added in this amendment, and which have 
not been specifically noted as being added to overcome a rejection based upon 
the prior art, should be considered to have been added for a purpose unrelated 
to patentability, and no estoppel should be deemed to attach thereto. 

Should there be any comments regarding this Response or the present 
application, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the below-listed 
telephone number. 



March 14, 2006 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN, P.LC. 
1950 Roland Clarke Place 
Reston,VA 20191 
(703)716-1191 




Respectfully Submitted, 
Sang Chul YOON et al. 

/) Joshua M. Povsne. 



Bruce H. Bernstein 
Reg. No. 29,027 
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